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For the past seven years, Smart Cities Connect (SCC) has awarded 50 top projects to showcase

and celebrate the work being done in communities around the world. In 2024, we will change it

up and launch the Smart 20, choosing the top 20 award winners that span all aspects of

municipal communities, including but not limited to: urban operations and digital transformation,

public policy, community engagement, funding, inclusion, governance, data, AI, sensors, Internet

of Things, cyber security, privacy, blockchain, mobility including public transportation,

autonomous transit, rideshare, networks, 5G, utilities, energy, grid, lighting, water and

wastewater, public safety, emergency response, and sustainability. 

The move to the Smart20 reflects how smart city projects have matured as sectors learn how to

work together for the benefit of the communities they serve. It is an inspiring tradition to highlight

the most innovative and influential smart municipal and regional-scale projects in the world. One

of the prerequisites for even being able to submit an entry for the Smart 20 Awards is

demonstrated collaboration across sectors. Over the years, there have been so many great

examples of cities, utilities, universities, industry, startups, community advocates all working

together to produce tangible, measurable outcomes. 
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Communities submit projects that illustrate how they are thoughtfully designing and deploying

smart technologies to address their city’s challenges. Award winners can span from full-scale

infrastructure deployments to innovative pilot projects. While no two projects are alike, they are

all focused on using data in meaningful ways to make a positive impact in their communities.

SCC holds true to the mantra that smart cities put people first, and this criteria manifests in the

project’s commitment to improve city service delivery and residents’ quality of life. 

SCC hosts an Awards Reception at each Spring Conference and Expo to gather smart city

leaders for connection and camaraderie and to raise a glass to recognize the winners. In 2023,

we celebrated in Denver and added a new twist to the awards by recognizing three Overall

Award Recipients that represent the highest echelon of smart city achievement. The 2023 Award

Winners included:

Coral Gables, Florida, U.S. – Coral Gables Smart City Digital Twin Horizontal Integration

Platform

Submitted by the City of Coral Gables Innovation and Technology Department,

“Homegrown CDT platform developed in house by existing CGIT staff and using existing

technology services and infrastructure, there was no additional cost for the City.

Kitchner, Ontario, Canada – Growing Together 

Submitted by the City of Kitchener (Digital Kitchener Innovation Lab and Planning Division)

“Creates tools and a methodology to combine community input with data-driven analysis in

a genuinely meaningful way. It allows us to better communicate complex issues with the

public, so that they may provide more sophisticated feedback, and it allows us to link that

feedback directly to a number of quantitative analysis tools for immediate and detailed

evaluation of scenarios.”

Dallas, Texas – Red Cloud Neighborhood Smart Cities Pilot Project

Submitted by the City of Dallas Department of Public Works

“The first smart community in which all streets, alleys, and sidewalks were reconstructed

with new light emitting diode (LED) streetlights installed, WAPs installed on each of the

new streetlights to provide community Wi-Fi to the neighborhood”

So who will be the 2024 Award Winners that we recognize at the Spring Smart Cities Connect

Conference and Expo in Raleigh? Is it YOUR community? Check out our quick and easy entry

form and submit your application today!
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